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Sarah Reeves, Department of Conservation, Abandoned Mine Lands Unit

Sherri Norris, California Indian Environmental Alliance

Stephen L. Jenkins, Facilitator - Michael Brandman Associates

Syd Brown, State Parks

Tom Filler, State Lands Commission

Wendell Smith, Blue Sky Technologies

John Waters, East Bay Parks (retired)

Start time: 10:05 a.m.

l. Welcome, Introductions and Announce ments

Stephen L. Jenkins, from Michael Brandman Associates, started the meeting by
introducing himself as the meeting facilitator. Steve welcomed Abandoned Mine Land
(AML) Forum attendees and reminded participants to sign in to help update the Forum
distribution list. Steve then asked for introductions (hame and agency/organization).

Il. Review Agenda

Steve reviewed the agenda topics and the time allotted for each item. No agenda
changes were made.

Il Review Minutes of Previous Meeting

There were no suggested revisions or corrections to the June 12, 2007 Forum meeting
minutes. Meeting minutes will continue to be distributed to the Forum distribution list
and posted on the Forum website. Anyone who wishes to suggest corrections or
additions to the minutes should do so by email to Sarah Reeves of the Department of
Conservation, Abandoned Mine Lands Unit at: Sarah.Reeves@conservation.ca.gov.]

V. Special Presentation on the Dangers of Abandoned M ines (Cy Oggins,
Abandoned Mine Lands Unit)

Cy Oggins introduced Kris, Kim, and River Lasley who wished to speak to the Forum
about the death of Rusty Lasley (husband and father) in an abandoned mine accident in
April 2006 near Calico in San Bernardino County. The text of their presentation is
attached to these minutes.

V. Discussion of Abandoned Mine Remediation at Joshua Tree National Park
(Luke Sabala, National Park Service)

Luke is a physical scientist, geologist, and the abandoned mine coordinator at Joshua
Tree National Park. He provided a Powerpoint presentation on several examples of
abandoned mine closures that he has done for other National Parks and other federal
agencies. Many of L uksied are Iqgrated jn ¥Vdderness Areas where materials
have to be transported by helicopter. His team coordinates closely with the DOC6 s
Abandoned Mine Lands Unit to share the costs of the closures.
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The abandoned mine remediation mission of the Joshua Tree National Park differs
somewhat from that of the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) or U.S. Forest Service
(USFS), whose lands are more active-use, as NPS lands are mostly Wilderness Areas
that need to be preserved and protected. A primary challenge faced by Luke is to
obtain ongoing and multi-year funding that is not constrained by the annual federal
budget cycle. His costs for bat gates where there is no new foundation to construct or
debris to remove is about $6,000 on average, including the cost of a commercial
helicopter to bring in materials. He prioritizes his projects based on if a site borders
public land and is visible. He is currently trying to work with other agencies, such as
those in the Desert Managers Group (www.dmg.gov) to obtain the use of government
helicopters for future opportunities.

Dave Bieber suggested that off-road vehicle clubs should take digital photos and use

GPS units to record dangerous abandoned mine features when they see them. Cy

stated that it is not the Ptratcedsceonrf oden xly
off road vehicle riders or others to visit abandoned mines, but noted that the Abandoned

Mine Lands Unit maintains a toll-free Hotline (877-OLD-MINE) as well as an email
(OMR@consrv.ca.gov) where people can report abandoned mines they come across.

VI. Discussion of Proposals to Increase California AML Agency Coordination
(Cy Oggins, Abandoned Mine Lands Unit)

Cy briefly discussed a recent proposal to expand the scope of the Sierra Trinity
Abandoned Mine Lands Agency Group (STAMLAG), formerly hosted by CalFED and
now hosted by the Department of Conservation, to address statewide AML agency
issues. The reorganized California Abandoned Mine Lands Agency Group (CAMLAG?)
could meet immediately after the AML Forum meetings and report to all Forum
members at subsequent Forum meetings. This is part of a larger effort to increase AML
agency coordination in California that has been occurring since many AML agencies
met with Sen aoffeedurihgMarcts20@i n 6

Luke noted that the Desert Managers Group planned to discuss AML issues at its
meeting on November 26. Although the DMG does not have AML issues as its primary
focus, many federal and state agencies, as well as several local agencies, participate in
the DMG, and this meeting may be an opportunity to start a dialog to increase AML
awareness in southern California. Speaking of local agencies, Cy welcomed the
presence of Robert Lauritzen of El Dorado County at the meeting and asked how the
Forum could get more local agency participation in northern California.

BREAK (10:00am to 10:25am)

VIl.  Chemical Remediation at Zeibright (Nevada County) and Pioneer Pit (Sierra
County) Abandoned Mines (Bret Moxley and Chris Reiner U.S. EPA)

Bret Moxley of U.S. EPA is the Site Coordinator for the Pioneer Pit near Lakeport in
Sierra County. He discussed a remediation effort that occurred at this site, which was a
70-acre hydraulic pit from an abandoned gold mine that contained contaminated
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sediments. His program cannot spend more than $2 million or clean up sites below
naturally occurring ambient background levels.

Chris Reiner, also of U.S. EPA, followed up with a presentation on the Zeibright gold
mine located near the Bear River and Highway 20 in Nevada County. Newmont Mine is
the Responsible Party and lead contamination is the issue with the concern being that
the current use of the site is as a summer camp for kids. He described the investigation
and cleanup of mine assay waste products that originally measured up to 22,000 ppm
lead, where 400 ppm is the clean-up standard.

The DOC is seeking to post copies of these Powerpoint presentations on the Forum
website (www.conservation.ca.gov/OMR/abandoned mine lands/amlu_forum.htm).

VIIl. Other Items / New Business

Dave Bieber of Geocon announced that the Association of Environmental and
Engineering Geologists (AEG) will be holding a panel on AML issues on September 27,
2007 as part of its 50™ Annual Meeting in Los Angeles. Dave also announced that a 3-
day nation conference of the AEG will be held in Folsom in May 2008 with a focus on
naturally occurring asbestos. A formal announcement of the latter meeting will be made
in Fall 2007. Abstracts will be due by the end of October 2008.

IX. Suggestions f or Future Meeting Date, Location and Agenda ldeas

Those on the Forum distribution list will be notified via e-mail in advance of the next
Forum meeting.

e Time: Starting the meeting at 9:30 a.m. or 10 a.m. works, unless southern
California attendees need to make other flight arrangements.

e Date: The next meeting date (usually the 3™ Wednesday of the month) would fall
on November 21, 2007, which is the day before Thanksgiving. A new meeting
date needs to be scheduled.

e Location: The location was not established during the meeting. DTSC has a
great Video Conference capability between their Sacramento and Cypress
offices which might increase the convenience for southern California attendees.

o Agenda Topics: Dave Bieber of Geocon suggested a presentation about current
procedures in foreign countries that are using past US mining practices.

Another suggestion was made to include a 30-45 minute item for participants to go
around the table and briefly discuss projects that they are working on.

X. Summary of Action Items

There were no formal action items assigned or requested.

Forum Adjourned
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STATEMENT READ BY KRIS LASLEY

Good Morning my name is Kris Lasley. This is my daughter Kimberly, and son River.
Our daughters, Malinda and Kalyn could not ©be

It begins April 7, 2006 the day my incredible
father to our four children, died tragically in an abandoned mine.

It appeared like it was simply going to be another great extended weekend with friends

and family in the desert, one of our favorite places to spend quality time in the great

outdoors. It was supposed to be an exciting weekend of riding quads, driving jeeps and
exploring finewo territory,; with adventure on
laughter around the campfire, reminiscing of good times, meeting new friends, and

appreciating how great life was then, and talking about how wonderful the future would

be.

|l 6l never forget Friday morning more | aughte
with each other and the dog in the motor home waiting for other family and friends to
arrive for a fun and exciting weekend.

Calico Ghost Town near Barstow California, in San Bernardino County had fun bursting

from its seams a ghost town to see, trails to ride, caves, and mines to explore. After all

they have an AOHV Campgroundo with hookups, a
advertisement boastingt o ficome and | et Athemd show us arc
ourselveso was the lure of this place. A new
were usually closer to home.

At check i né.

We asked for maps €é..not wanting toweni ss a th
inquired of the whereabouts of the riding areas, and were told anywhere but in the ghost
town, itself.

River and his dad were excited to explore tha
before everyone arrived. Earlier they had driven the jeepuptothe A Cl ement i ne Mi r
and walked through. So off they went father and son on a trail leading from the

campground, past the Calico Graveyard, around a few ridges, through a few washes, to

a mountain, the trail was more rugged, it climbed up quite a bit, switched back a few

times, until coming to an end at small turn out with an incredible view of the valley

below. Good place for a rest. Before them an opening to a cave not too large not too

small , a place to explore. Rusty went first w
Meanwhil eésome time had gone by, and | began |
so | was talking with them, thinking all the

long. River at 6 years of age usually tuckered out easily. | decided to jump in the jeep
and went for a ride to look for them. No sign of them as | circled some areas of the park
and drove up a road or two, then back to camp, half expecting and hoping to see them
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waiting for me to tell me how silly | was for worrying. To my disappointment and growing
concern, they still had not returned.

It wasné6ét very |l ong after | returned to camp
in the valley alone and | needed to come quickly.

My beautiful sond6s face was ctlevears, Bodedidown di r t ,
his cheeks. The officers told me all he said is his dad fell down a hole. Scared and in

shock, River sat in the passenger seat of a patrol car barely able to talk. | held him

tightly, making sure he wldgehusbackhohistad,hd asked
answered Ayesfi. Frustrated at first nothing |
somet hing i mportant, wood beams pointing in t
some pictureso he said.

The search and rescue men and women 40-50 of them in all, began looking through

their binoculars over this massive valley, hills, and mountains, it only took a moment

bef ore one of them yelled Al got 1ito Al see t
confirmed, they couldseemyhus bandds quad bel ow.

My brave little boy had ridden down that mountain himself, through washes, and a
valley to the first houses he saw. | think they said two-three miles in all. In search of a
mom with kids as taught by us both. River came to a house with toys in the yard he
knew there must be kids and bravely approached as some dogs barked at him.
Thankfully a mother with a child in her arms appeared at the door, and called 911.

Outside the cave we waited for word, my son confused as to why there were no signs,
no warning of the danger. | remember River asking one of the search and rescue men if
he would make sure after they got his dad out to put up a sign and warn people about
the danger here.

11%2 hours or so it took them to get to my husband, that day. While we waited, and

waited, and waited and prayed. An air shaft i
Abruptly, tragically, sadly a fall 93 feet deep took Rusty away from us all. 41 years

young he was.

Amazingly the tragedy doeanétysowopetemienaéthf.
another familydéds | ife was changed forever sho

Exactly one week |l ater during my husbandds me
arrived at the very same camping area. Trevor Montgomery, a Riverside/LA County

Sheriff , and father of nine ventured out for a ride with his daughter age 14. They

happened onto the same trail, which eventually ended at the same cave where my

Rustyos |ife ended. Katelyn went in 3 times o
again, each time she emerged too scared to continue. Her father decided to show her

how easy it was, walked in and stepped right into the opening for the air shaft where our

Rusty lost his life just 7 days before.



Minutes of the August 15, 2007 AMLU Forum

Trevor somehow survived his fall, but ended up with numerous broken bones, confined
to a wheelchair now, they say he will never walk again.

Not |l ong agoé. River was able to share with me
ground just opened up and swall owed ,hands dado,
trying to hang on and reached out his own to
di sappeared into the darkness of the holeo. H
unt il he couldndt hear any mor e. Rvevbatr scr eam
sadly only silence remained. Frightened and worried he bravely ran toward the opening

to get help right away.

Everything right he did that day, fAexcept sav

River knows now that he did all that he could do and that his actions and bravery are
beyond that of most six 6 year olds. He wunder
fault or anything Rusty did wrong.

Today he believes along with his sisters and
other lives, and possibly prevent more tragedies from disabling and devastating more
families.

Our Rusty died and Trevor Montgomery was badly injured. The lives of two families,
with a total of thirteen children, were turned upside down because a private land owner
decided not to do anything to protect the public from the known dangers on his property.

The sad truth is that the good Lord isndét mak
developing closer and closer to these dangerous areas. Homes, schools, parks, and

campgrounds are popping up quickly and the people that are buying and/or using them

arendot aware of the dangers that are someti me
believe they deserve to know, to be protected, so that they should never have to
experience what we, the Montgomer y6s and all of our family an
through this past 16 months.

As the fog begins to lift at the Lasley household, and our heads get a little clearer we
intend on doing whatever we can to help in the efforts of remediation, education,
awareness, and hopefully helping in obtaining funding for this huge task at hand.

River, and | asked Cy Oggins if we could come here and tell you our story today.

Equally as important, my children and | wanted to give all of you that are employed by,

contracted or involved with The State of California, Department of Conservation, Office

of Mine Reclamation a heartfelt fAthank you. o
others, and ultimately preventing other families from having to go through all that we

have suffered.

We commend you, bless you, and wish you all of the power and prosperity to
accomplish your goals. As was our beloved Rus
Thank You.



